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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disp sition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-16 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) ■ is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1^16 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Attachment(s) 

1) M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsp rson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 9/19/2001 . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Offlc Acti n Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20050109 



Application/Control Number: 09/955,222 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2151 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-16 are presented for examination. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 10 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

In the claim, "authoriser" should be changed to "authorizer" and "authorising" be 
changed to "authorizing". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

6. Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
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Claims 15 and 16 recite a computer in the preamble only, the body of the claim 
merely contains programming steps and no connection between the "computer" and the 
"programming" steps in the body of the claims. Therefore, the claim is a program per se 
and is not tangibly embodied and therefore not a "computer". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Spies et 
al., US pat. No.5,689,565. 

As to claim 1 , Spies discloses a credential transfer method for use on a distributed 
electronic network, the method comprising the steps of a sender (participant 22a fig.1 ) 
communicating to a recipient (Participant 22b fig.1 ) a credential index comprising an 
index referring to at least one credential (sending and exchanging credential 
information), the recipient selecting at least one of the credentials from the index of at 
least one credential provided by the sender (see fig.1, abstract, col.5 line 21 to col.6 line 
24), the recipient (22a fig.1) communicating to the sender (22b fig.1) an indication of the 
selected at least one credential and the sender providing to the recipient at least one 
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credential corresponding to the selected at least one credential (providing secure and 
credential information between participants, see also fig.2, col.6 line 36 to col.7 line 28). 

As to claim 2, Spies discloses determining whether the at least one credential is 
sufficient and communicating the result of the determination to the sender (see fig.2, 
col.7 line 17 to col.8 line 28). 

As to claim 3, Spies discloses determining a service level according to the at least one 
credential indexed in the credential index and the recipient communicating the service 
level to the sender (using a certified trusted authority 26 fig.1 to process participant data 
information, see col.1 line 17 to col.8 line 28 and col.25 line 7 to col.26 line 41). 

As to claim 4, Spies discloses that the sender communicates a plurality of credential 
indices to the recipient (see col.7 line 17 to col.8 line 28 and col.26 lines 14-65). 

As to claim 5, Spies discloses determining a service level according to each of the 
plurality of credential indices communicated to the recipient by the sender and 
communicating the service level (trusted level) corresponding to at least one of the 
credential indices to the sender (col.6 line 36 to col.7 line 45 and col.8 lines 10-56). 



As to claim 6, Spies discloses that a service level is communicated to the sender 
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for each credential index communicated to the recipient by the sender (see fig.6, col.6 
line 36 to col. 7 line 45 and col. 12 lines 1-59). 

As to claims 7-9, Spies discloses that the credential comprising a digital credential, 
indices to a plurality of credentials and the sender selecting a credential index from a 
plurality of available credential indices (see fig.4, col.6 line 36 to col.7 line 45 and col. 12 
lines 1-59). 

As to claim 10, Spies discloses a method of providing a service over a distributed 
electronic network, comprising: 

a user (22a fig. 1) communicating to a service authorizer (credential binding 
server 26 fig. 1 ) a credential index comprising an index referring to at least one 
credential and the service authorizer (26 fig.1) selecting at least one of the credentials 
from the index of at least one credential provided by the user (22a fig.1) (sending and 
exchanging credential information, see fig.1, abstract, col.5 line 21 to col.6 line 24). 

the service authorizer communicating to the user an indication of the selected at 
least one credential and the user providing to the service authorizer at least one 
credential corresponding to the selected at least one credential and the service 
authorizer authorizing provision of the service to the user (providing secure and 
credential information between participants, see also fig.2, col.6 line 36 to col.7 line 28). 

As to claim 1 1 , Spies discloses a computer readable memory configured so that it 
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can be used to direct a computer to: 

communicate a recipient (22a fig.1) a credential index comprising an index 
referring to at least one credential and receive from the recipient an indication of at least 
one credential selected from the index (sending and exchanging credential information, 
see fig.1 , abstract, col.5 line 21 to col.6 line 24). 

provide to the recipient (22a fig. 1 ) at least one credential corresponding to the 
selected at least one credential (providing secure and credential information between 
participants, see also fig.2, col.6 line 36 to col. 7 line 28). 

As to claim 12, Spies discloses a computer readable memory configured so that 
can be used to direct a computer to: 

receive from a sender (22b fig.1 ) a credential index comprising an index referring 
to at least one credential and select from the index at least one credential (sending and 
exchanging credential information, see fig.1, abstract, col.5 line 21 to col.6 line 24). 

enable an action on receipt said at least one credential from the sender 
(providing secure and credential information between participants, see also fig.2, col.6 
line 36 to col.7 line 28). 

As to claim 13, Spies discloses digital credential index comprising a data structure 
which provides an index to at least one credential (sending and exchanging credential 
information, see fig.1, abstract, col.5 line 21 to col.6 line 24), whereby at least one 
credential can be selected on the basis of information provided within the data structure 
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(providing secure and credential information between participants, see also fig.2, col.6 
line 36 to col.7 line 28). 

As to claim 14, Spies discloses that the data structure provides indices to a plurality of 
credentials (see col.25 lines 7-53). 

Claims 15 and 16 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in claims 11 and 12 
respectively. 

Other prior art cited 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Herz, US pat. No.6,460,036. 

b. Fox et al, US pat. No.5,790,677. 

c. Herz et al, US pat. No.5,754,938. 
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Conclusion 



1 0. Claims 1 -1 6 are rejected. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh Dinh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3936. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 A.m. 
to 5:00 P.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung, can be reached on (703) 272-3939. The fax phone number 
for this group is (703) 872-9306. 

A shortened statutory period for reply is set to expire THREE months from the 
mailing date of this communication. Failure to response within the period for response 
will cause the application to become abandoned (35 U. S. C . Sect 133). Extensions of 
time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1. 136(A). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305 -9600. 




Khanh Dinh 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2151 
1/9/2005 



